Lessons From The Cross of Jesus
(Part I)
“And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for Him who died for them and was raised again.” 

(2 Corinthians 5:15)
On  His  last  few  hours  on  the  cross  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ suffered the cruel pain to pay the prize for our sins.   Even  while He was hanged on the cross with all the great pain, He spoke  His last words that carry to us great teaching and can tell what Jesus wants from us.

1)  Forgiveness:  “Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.  And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.”  (Luke 23-34) The cross of Jesus teaches us forgiveness.  We need to forgive those who hurt us and harm us.  One time Simon Peter asked the Lord, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins  against me?”   Up to seven times?”  Jesus  answered,  “I  tell  you  not  seven  times,  but  seventy  seven times.”   Those who crucified Jesus  they divided up His clothes; they were really in miserable situation that they thought to take Jesus’ clothes.  In the same way those who hurt you or harm you they are in the same miserable condition of sin, and to forgive them is to have mercy on them because they don’t  know  what  they  are  doing.
The  word  of  God  admonish  us  the following:  “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the lord forgave you.”  (Colossians 3:13) We need to forgive others so that God would forgive us, “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” (Matthew 6:14-15)
2)  Compassion for the lost:  “One of the criminals, who hung there, hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ?  Save yourself and us!”  But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence?   We are punished justly, for  we are getting what our deeds deserves. But this man has done nothing wrong.”  Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you will come into your kingdom.  Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23: 39-43) Jesus had compassion on the lost souls; that criminal who was hanged on the cross, the Holy spirit revealed to him that Jesus is Lord and king and that is why he asked,  “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And “Jesus answered him, I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”  We should have the same love and compassion to the lost souls; we need to go to them and preach to them the gospel of Jesus and His death on the cross and His resurrection so might believe and be saved.
3)   The sense of responsibility:   “Near the cross of Jesus stood His mother,  His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw His mother there, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He  said to His mother, “Dear Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “ here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his  home.”   (John 19:25-27)   Jesus Christ is hundred percent God and He is hundred percent man.  From the flesh part Mary is His mother, but from the Spirit Jesus is her Lord.  This is what Mary said, “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.”  (Luke 1:46-47) Therefore Jesus Christ called her woman.  But when He delegated the responsibility of His mother to the beloved disciple He said to him, “This is your mother,” because the Bible teaches us to treat elder women as mothers, as a respect for them and for their services.  We learn from what Jesus did on the cross toward His mother to care for our parents and our family.  We should have a sense of responsibility towards them as the word of God says, “If anyone does not  provide for his relatives and especially for his immediate family, he has  denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”  (1 Timothy 5:8)
4)   Perseverance till the end:  “At the six hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour.  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “ Eloi, Eloi, Lama sabachthani?”  (Mark 15:33-34)  Why Jesus said, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  When Jesus was on the cross God put on Him all the sins of the world, and in that agony Jesus was bearing as a man with full sensation of pain. God left Jesus alone to bear the sins of the whole world. “God made Him who had no sin  to  be  sin  for  us,  so  that  in  Him  we  become  the  righteousness  of  God.” (2 Corinthians 5: 21)   But  even  in this situation Jesus did not gave up, but He continued with the whole pain and suffering till the end.  What we learn from that is the following:   In our walk with God there are spring times, refreshing and joyful moments, but also there are difficult times and painful experiences God would allow us to pass through.  In such difficult times you may think that God is not there or God is forsaking you; and this is what you feel when your prayers are not answered or when you pass into painful emergencies and God is not relieving you.  But that is not true, God is still there beside you.  What you need to do in those critical times is to follow what Jesus did, to persevere and till the end.

My dear and beloved:  From what we learn from the above lessons we need to apply in our lives.  Jesus did not live for Himself but for God and we ought to live not for ourselves but for Him who died on the cross and rose from the dead as we agree to pray.

My prayer:  Father God, I come before you in the name of Jesus who died for my sins on the cross to give me eternal life.  Father humble me and help me to do your will in my life; to forgive others, to preach the good news to the lost, to care for my family  and  to persevere up to the end. This is my prayer in Jesus name, Amen.
